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From the London Times, April 6, 1824. 


MURDER ; 
EXTRAORDINARY FANATICISM. 
LANCASTER, APRIL 1, 





Emma George, & young woman, nineteen years of | 
are, was indicted for the murder of her brother, Ben- 
jamin George, a child under seven years of age, by 
strangling him with a silk handkerchief. 

Mr. T'ancred, in feeling and imprestive language, | 
Astailed the circumstances of the unfortunate case,— 
The unhappy young woman, he said, was called apon 
to answer, at the peril of her own life, for having taken 
away the life of her brother, a child under the tender! 
age of seven years, and the facts were as plain anit! 





dimple in their nature as the conduct of the prieoner | 
was (as there was no doubt but that the deceased lost | 
his life by an act of the prisoner) whether she was at | 
the time a responsbic agent, capable of discriminating | 
between right avd wroig. If the jary should be of opin- | 
ion that her judgment Was so defective as not to be able ' 
ts make that distinction, then the retributive claims | 
of the public for the act she had committed were to be 
inid aside aud forgotton ; if, on the contrary, trey 
should conceive, that though at the time she coimmit- 
ted the etal act, she was under the influence of a mel- 
ancholy delusion, bat which delusion was net sofh- 
ciently strtug to deprive her of reason, they wonld not, 
from feelings of compassion, withbold that protection 
to themselves and society which was entrusted to their 


care to preserve. 
Francis Hodge, sworn.—I live at the western part of 
Redruth, near poor house, in the same house thatthe 
priconer lived in, which is divided into four tene- 
ments. On the 4th of March, a little after seven 
o'clock in the evening, the prisoner came into my part 
of the premises from her dwelling. There were with 
me at the time my wife and two children. She spoke 
to my wife first. She said ** How do you do; how do 
you do?”—My wife said ** Not so well as I could 
wish.” In the course of a minute or two the prisoner 
Amy said, “| wish | could goto heaven.” ‘Then I 
spoke. I said, ** Amy, you must make a good prepar- 
ation to try to get there ; better than you have lately.” 
Amy then sat down, aud I seeing her face look so com- 
ical—I mean cast down, in a kind of trouble—said, 
* What's the matter. Amy?’ She replied, ‘Oh! what 
shall I do, what shall ldo?) While she was pronounc- 
ing these words, she wrung her hands as if her mind 
was in agony. Her feelings becoming more strongly 
affected, she said. ‘ Oh ! what have I done?’ I said, 
* What have you done, then” and asked her if she 
bad fallen out with any one, She said ‘No.’ She 
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swered, “ ] have hanged my little brother, andlam * ll th 
willing to die for it.” I did not ask her why she had The children in running after each othér, canie fowards 
done it, nor did she give a reason. 


| 
Samuel Gribble—I. went to see my father, who lived 


of an hour, when I came down staifs in the passage, | 


land as! was leaving the house, I heard Frank Hodge's 


wife scream out that Amy George had hanged her | 


brother. I took the candle from her hand, and went | 


into Amy’s room, and there saw the child hanging to a 
crook ina beam. Frank Hodge followed me into the 
room, and my father soon came after him. Those two 
cut the child down ; I went into the room where the 
prisoner was, and asked her what she had done; she 
** She had hanged her brother fer to seud him to 
Heaven, and that she would cut her ¢wn throat for to 
go to heaven along with him.” These were the very 
words she used ; she appeared to be ina deranged state. 
I judge so both from ber words and appearance ; upon 
using that expression, she endeavored to rise from her 
chair to get a knife, as she was determined she said, to 
cut her throat. I with great difficulty kept her back. 
She repeated that she would cut her throat, to go to 
heaven with ber brother. Some women came into the 
room, and then | left her to their care, I return to the 
room where the child was, and found him lying on the 
bed. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Holcomb.—] have two sis- 





row one of the little childten intd thé shaft:¥ 


her, but she could not get an opportunity of throwiug 
one of them into the mine, as she had designed. Coth- 


in Mrs. George’s house, on the evening of the 4th of ing nearer to her home, she saw some more childreg, 
March. IJ might have been with my father a quarter on which she said to hersélf, “ IM) seize one of these 


little children, and carry it owt, and throw it‘into’a 
shaft at the back of the houses.” She waited sonie 
time for an oppottunity to take one of them wp anper- 
ceired ; but there were so many persons passing and 
re-passing, that she could not get oué of them away.— 
After waiting for some time about the place, she went 
to her own house, and found her mother was going to 
meeting. On going in, her mother said, ** Your sup- 
per is-ready for you, Amy; you can take it, for lam 
going to meeting, and little Benny will remaiti at home 
with you.’ The prisoner then expréssed herself im 
this way—* I felt very glad I had the oppertunity of 
doing the thing I had wished for—that I was going to 
be left alone with my little brother, and that my. moth- 
er was going to be out of the way, so that I could be 
able to do the deed. She took her supper at the end 
of the table, and her little brother was sitting at this 
time before the fire. She gave the child part of her 
supper, and said to him, ‘* Should you like to go te 
heaven, dear?” The little boy made answer and said, 
“ Yes, when I die.” She then rose from the place 
where she was sitting, and went toa line that was 


hanging across the room, and took from it a black silk 


ters, one of them, Mary, was a companion of Amy’s, | bandkerchief, and coming towards the child put it 
and they attended the meeting-housetogetner. | at- {round his neck, tying it, as she thought, fn a running 
}tend a Methodist meeting ; | go preaching sometimes. ‘knot. She said to her brother, “1s it too tight, dear?” 
‘There is a meeting called the Revivals. There was The child looked up in her face and smiled, and said 
one of that description at Redruth, six or seven weeks | ‘* No.” She left the handkerchief round his neck, 
before the bey was hanged. I attended it once, and | and said, ‘+ Go for a drop of water for me, dear?” in- 
then I saw several people on their knees, crying to the | tending while the child was gone to a pail in the room, 
Lord for mercy, as loud, as their voices would let; and while his back was towards her, to take him up 
them. and hang him to a crook behind the door. The bog 

John Cocking, a constable of Redruth, examined—I | was rather quicker than she expected, and she meet- 
sat op with the prisoner at the bar on the night of the | ing him took the water from him, and drank a little of 
4th of March. About two o'clock in the morning she | it, and pat the cup on the table. She then took her 
arose from her bed, and sat down by the fire side, and | brother up with one arm, and with the other hand she 
we then evtered iuto a conversation, which I began, by | put the handkerchief over the crook, looking him full 
saying, ‘* Amy, you appear to be alittle more compos- in the face, and left the room. At this period the pri- 
ed than you were just now.” J asked her if she recol- soner was overpowered by her feelings, and could say 
lected what she had done. She said she could, and no more.—About an hour alter there was a second con- 
would tell me the whole circumstance, from the begin- versation, which I also commenced by putting a ques- 
ning to the eud.—She then told me her mind had been tion to this effect— If you could undue what you 
impressed for some time, that she ought to commit a have'done, do you think you should do it again ?”— 
murder-—and that on the Monday and Tuesday before ‘She replied, wringing her hands, “ Oh no,no,—the 
she commilted the act, her intention was to have mur- dear little fellow!” | know there are the several shafts 
dered her mother, but she endeavored to banish that which the prisoner spoke of. I am not a member of 
idea from her mind, and prayed tothe Lord to take the’ the Methodist society, but | have attended a revival 
temptation from her. Her nuind, she continued, was! meeting at Redruth, which commenced about. three 
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then clasped ber hands firmly and said, ‘Oh! my dear 
Frank Hodge, I have hanged my little brother Benny.’ 
I said, * You have hanged your brother?’ and she re- 
plied, ‘Oh! yes.’ I asked where she had put him, 
and she said, ‘ He’s put behind the door hanging on a 
Crook.’ JI went up to her house, across the passage, 
and there saw a young man named Gribble, who said 
to me, * Frank, look in, he’s hanging to the crook.’ I 
ran immediately and took hold of his feet. 1 called to 
Gribble’s father, who lived in the same hoase, and 
when he came, [ took the boy round the bedy and cut 
the black silk handkerchief by which he was saspend- 
ed, ‘and he fell down. The child was quite dead.— 
He was about seven yearsold. Ireturned to theroom., 


then a little easier, tiil the Thursday morning, and months since. A revival istermed an ‘* out-pouring of 
then, while she was at work at the mine, the idea the spirit,” and causes the congregation to cry aloud 
came upon her agaiv with the greater force than be- to the Lord for mercy. The revival continued at Red- 
fore. In the middle of the day, she went to get her ruth for a month or six weeks. ‘The revivals are held 
dinner at the boiling-house, where the girls generally ‘in the stated places of worship of particular congrega- 
dine.—After she got to the bo!ing-house, she recollect- | tions, and sometimes continue open for three nights 
ed that she had seen alittle boy, a stranger, standing’ and days in succession. I have been at a revival; 
‘by the engine-house, near the shaft or mouth of a pit, | those who are ** convinced of sin,”’ as it is called, fali 
and she then regretted that she had not sunk that lit-' on their knees, and with uplifted hands, and their be- 
tle boy into the shaft, for then she should have done | bies work ing to and fro, call as loud as they are able to 
that which had long been on her mind todo. Return- ‘the Lord for help. Their ejaculations are such as— 


ing home in the evering, a little before she came to a|“* O! Christ, pardon me my sins—Oh! Lord, give me 
Methodist meeting, which stood in a back lane, she! grace!” and a variety of other expressions, adopt- 
saw two children before her, at play, near another | ed as the zeal of the mement may suggest. Their 





and said: to amy, “ What bave you done?” She an- 





shaft alongside the road, aod she then said to berself, ‘ conduet, was wild and: Seigovagant, and altogethe: 
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adaughter’s conduct after attending the revival was 


-eagitated. From the commencement of the revival, 








out of the mild and decent course of addressing the Al- 
mighty, usually observed in places of worship. 
By the Court.—It was precisely that kind of strong | 
excitation that was likely to operate on weak minds. — 
Examination continued.-—It is generally called 
screeching for mercy. There was usvally a preacher 
at the meetings, but not always. The revival is op- 
en by night as well asday. There is no appointment 
when the revival is to be held ; a congregation may be 
met, and at prayers, when perhaps some member will 
fall on his knees and call aloud to Heaven for mercy ; 
when this happens the other members are generally 
moved by the same spirit, and the revjval commences. 
This is called the ‘‘ out-pouring of the spirit,’’ and 
_continnes till the preacher pronounces a benediction, 
and tells his flock, ‘the moment of conversion” is 
come, and that they may expect ‘‘ a ray of hope, of 
comfort and joy.” The moment of the coming of the 
** pay of hope” is uncertain, and the congregation con- 
tinue their extravagant devotions till they are ‘* con- 
vinced” or *' converted.” It is about ten years since 
there was a revival at Redruth befere the late one.— 
The prisoner, in speaking of the child, generally called 
him dear little Beuny. 
The prisoner did not wish to say any thing in her 
defence. / 
Mrs. George, the mother of the girl, said, ‘‘ My 
daughter attended a Methodist meeting at Redruth, 
for about seven weeks before the death of my boy ; she 
also attended the revival; I have fetched her home 
from the revival. I went for her one night, about half 
past 10 o’clock, she having been there from 2 o’clock 
in the day. On going to the chapel, | found it ex- 
tremely crowded. My daughter caught a sight of me, 
and immediately she lifted up both arms, as if she was 
going to fly to the top of the room, and called on her 
dear mother and father to pray to the Lord to help 
them, for that they could not see the danger they were 
in. I got her out of the meeting as soon as I could, 
byt she had lost her cloak, bonnet, handkerchief, and 
pattens, and was extremely disordered in her dress.— 
She had been moving from one part of the meeting to 
the other, and, in ber unbounded zeal, had dropped 
her clothes, and they were trodden under foot. My 


quite different to what it had usually been. ‘This was 
about seven wecks before the dreadful act was done. 
On another occasion, she came home praying in a her- 
rible mauner,.for the conversion of her father and 
mother.” 

The Court—Explain what you mean by praying ina 
horrible manner? 1 mean violently and outrageously 


she never missed but'one meeting. She also attcuded | 
prayer mectings aud class meetings. Before the death 
of my son, | apprehended my daughter would do me 
some violence. On the Monday preceding, she came 
home and sat by the fire in a melancholy way, & said, 
“ Mother, I am going out of my mind.” | spoke a few 
words to pacify her, and she went to bed. ‘The next 
= she said she was better, but she appeared very 
low. On Wednesday night, on coming home, she said 
to me, ‘+ ] am tempted to murder my mother!” I said 
i was surprised she should think of murdering me; and 
she said, ‘| do.” . After she had said this, she went to 
the revival, and returned between nine and ten.— 
Prom what she had said, I took the knives and hid 
them, to prevent her doing mischief to herself, me, or 
the family. 

The Court.—These symptoms you observed on Mon- 
day, Toesday, and Wednesday, and on the T'bursda y 
the child was killed. 

Mr. Osborn examined.—I saw the prisover a week 
er ten days before the unfortunate affair happened, 
when she said she had been wnwell,-and that her ill- 
ness was in her head ; it appeared to her, she said, as 
if the top part of her head was heaving off; she also 





said that her brains felt as if they had been turned.— 


She appeared to be in a very wild state, and her eyes 
were rolling in her head in a very vicious manner. | 
told her she should not give way (o these thoughts, and 
read some words to her in the Bible, from Genesis, 
which appeared to make her more comfortable. 

At the close of the evidence, the unhappy young 
woman, who had throughout the trial been too ill to 
pay much attention to what had been passing, fainted, 
and was carried into the air in strong convulsions. In 
the street her distressing screams were heard for near- 
ly a quarter of an hour, before she could again be 
brought into court. 

Mr. Justice Burrough said there was no question but 
that the young woman at the bar was the cause of ber 
brotber’s death, but it would be for the jury maturely 
to consider whether, when she committed that act, she 
was in a state of mind capable of distinguishing right 
from wrong, and if they should be of opinion that she 
did it in a mement, when the imbecility of her mind 
was so great that she could not make that distinction, 
then the offence did not amount to wilful murder. It 
would not, however, be sufficient to acquit her of that 
crime, by supposing that she acted under a momentary 
religious phrenzy that did not totally occasion such a 
defect in her mind as to deprive her of all reason.— 
Upon looking at the facts given in evidence, it was al- 
most impossible to conceive that the prisoner could be 
otherwise than insane when she determined on the 
murder of her own brother as the means of getting to 
heaven. The Almighty had expressly declared, that 
murder and suicide were two of the highest crimes 
that called for his vengeance ; but such was the delu- 
sion this young woman had labored under, that she first 
murdered her brother, and then contemplated sel{-de- 
struction, conceiving that by committing these high of- 
fences, she should be securring her way toheaven. It 
appeared that this young female had been in the habit 
of attending religious meetings as they were called, 
where the wildest and most extravagant excitements 
were used that could possibly operate on the minds of 
the weak, and lead them from a just sense of the im- 
portance and duties of religion. His lordship knew 
nothing of the particular sect of persons that had been 
spoken of to-day, and God forbid, that he should be 
conceived as Wishing to restrain apy person trom fol- 
lowing those religious customs which were most con- 
formiable to the conscience ; but he did conceive 
that the general benefit of society should be attended 
to; and therefére he could not but consider, that the 
doctrines and mode of worship which inculcated the 
pernicious principles this young woman had acted upon, 
were injurious to society, and ought to be suppressed. 
He therefore warned the pastors of those congrega: | 
tions against continuing in these practices, as being de- 
rogatory to trae religion, and dangerous to the safety 
of the community. His lordship thought there were 
many circumstances in the case, which decidedly 
showed the girl to have been of an irregular mind 
when she did the act. Her miad, from mistaken im- 
pressious, produced by religious excitations, had con- 
ceived that she must commit a murder before she 
could get to heaven; and at one time she had marked 
out her own mother as the object who was io be de- 
voted to her frenzy ; at another time, children she had 
never seeu before were to fall her victim; and lastly, 
her brother unhappily being in her power, she marder- 
ed Lim im the same absence of malice as she would 
have done any other individual. If the Jury were of 
opinion that the child lost his life while she was iu a 
state of insanity, they would return a verdict of not 
guilty om that ground, and his majesty’s government 
would then protect her, till she was found to be suffi- ; 
ciently restored to her reason to be returned to hér 
friends. 

The Jury returned a verdict of Nol Guilty, believing 
her to be insane at the time. a 

The Court ordered her to be detained in custody, 


but assured her friends she would t 
from then. not be kept long 
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The “ Christian Register” again 


This Paper, of the 4th inst. contains the 
report, on which a few remarks age submitted, in hope 


that truth may be promoted thereby, 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE pyay 
GELICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY, at THER 
ANNUAL MEETING, MAY 26, 1924, 





As it is only six months since a Repor 
the Society, of the proceedings of the iin br 4 
mittee for the preceding year,* a particular stat ma 
will not now probably be expected. But the tbainian 
are unwilling to permit this occasion td pass, Without 
observing that appiications fur assistance are incregy | 
ing ; that there is a happy prospect of extending the 
- on and usefulness of the Society; and that we 
ave every reason to persevere in i 
pare hey P the course hithertg 


Since our last meeting, several new ications 
have been made for nsiisteeee, from destacaluphoam 
and from others who need our bounty to enable the 
to support their religious teachers. ‘T'hose of the na 
ter description are the most numerous. Asa necessa- 
ry consequence of the great diversity of religious sen- 
timents, which exists and is prevailing in the state 
the clergy, in many places, are left without sufficient 
support, although no fault is chargeable on them and 
they are still faithfully laboring ia the cause of the 
gospel. 

We may regret this state of things; and yet it seems 
to be unavoidable, where there is perfect relizious 
freedom of opinion. The only rational amd christian 
method of checking the prevalence of erroneous doc- 
trines, is by encouraging the settlement and assistiy: 
in the support of learned, prudent, and zealous minis 
ters. Where the clergy are able to teach and tocov- * 
vince gain sayers, and are exemplary, diligent, and 
faithful,—there, we may justly hope, divisions and 
dangerous errore will not exist. It becomes the duty 
of intelligent christians to aid im the establishment and - 
maintenance of such teachers. 


The prevalence of the modern sect of Universalists, 
who deny the doctrine of a future retribution, and who 
do not consider a pious and holy life essential to ba 
piness hereafter, is particularly alarming, and calls fr 
the special notice of all serious christians. We think 
this system to be most injurious to the interests of good 
morals, and to the welfare of civil society, as well as 
fatally dangerous tothe soulsof men. And we believe 
it directly contrary to the plainest declarations of the 
holy gospel. How is it to be opposed? ‘The weapons 
of our warfare are not carnal but spiritual. There are 
already extant many able treatises exposing the er 
rors and dangers of this system; but they are read by 
a few only. The only extensive. prevention or anti- 
dote, we think, wili be found in a learned and pious 
ministry. It is the laudable design of this Society, to 
be kept constantly in view, to assist in the support and 
furtherance of an object, so justly dear to our ances 
tors, and from which has hitherto resulted so much 
good to individuals and to society. We would encour- 
age and patronize those who make the word of God 
their rule and guide, and who teach the pure and sim 
ple doctrines of the gospel. 


It is our happiness to reflect, that several clergymen 
of the above character have been settled or continued 
through the bounty of this Society. Your christian 
liberality has been gratefully received ; and the blest 
ing of many ready to perish is your rich reward, We 
bave also reason to believe, that dangerous errors have 
been prevented from spreading in many places, by the 
able instructions and exemplary conduct of those We 
have employed or assisted. And we have a well- 
founded hope of more extensive uerefulness. Liberal 
patrons of the Seciety are increasiug, aud a greater iD 
terest is felt in our behalf, by the intelligent and poh 
on learning the objects and design of our labots. ' 
remains for us to be active and faithful in the cause 
have in view. Great good is not to be effected, bu 
by zealous and persevering efforts. If these -be 1 ® 
good degree proportionate to the importance of t 


cause in which we are engaged. and such as the pro 
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— 








* The Annual Meeting, which was formerly is 
October, has been changed to the last Wednssdey 4 
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ble benetits to be expecied require of us, we may rea- 
sonably hope to be iustrumental in promoting the pre- 
‘sent and eternal welfare of many of our fellow men. 


REPLY, 

We should naturally suppose that this repott was 
drawn up by some, self-styled, pious, learned minister, 
because it contains inconsistencies enough to justify 
the supposition. It states, as a fact of great encour- 
agement, that ** applications for assistance are increas- 
ing,” &c. Just beléw, the report states the reason of 
this increase of application for assistance, as follows ; 
“s Ag a necessary consequence of the great diversity of 
religious sentiments, which exists and is prevailing in 
the state, the clergy, in many places, are left without 
suficient support, although no fault is chargeable on 
them, and they are still faithfully laboring in the cause 
of the gospel.” The very next words are these; ‘We 
may regret this state of things.” But we ask, why 
this should be regretted as long as it increases the appli- 
cations which are made to the missionary society for 
assistance, as Jong as this increase is matter of encour- 
agement? 

The above statements, though inconsistent, furnish 
valuable inforination, and that which is encouraging to 
those who with pleasure anticipate the downfall of 
priest-craft in the tetal destruciion of Mystery Baby- 
lon. The people are fast getting their eyes open so as 
to see the foolish errors and novsense which the clergy 
are holding up for gospel; and as they are more en- 
lightened than their learned méinisiers, they will not 
hear them preach, vor will they pay them for what is 
worth nothing. ‘This is the plain matter of fact; aud 
our self-styled, pious clergy know it to their mortifica- 
tion. But they have a few scattering rays of hope yet 
left. They depend on keeping evough women and 
children in iguorance, to assist in eaking out their di- 
mivished salaries, so as to continue to live on the earn- 
ings of those, to whom they are no sort of benefit. 

The greatest calamity, by far, of which the report 
complains, is the “ prevalence of the modern sect of 
Universalists, who deny the doctrine of a future retri- 
bution, and who do not consider a pious and holy life 
essential to happiness hereafter.” The report says, 
thatthe prevalence of this sect ** is particularly alarm- 
ing, and calls for the special notice of all serious chris- 
tians.”” 

Let us endeavor to state the true meaning of the re- 
port, reepecting the prevaleuce of this sect, &c. Why 
is it alarming? Because this sect denies the doctrine of 
future retribution, and because it does not consider a 
pious and holy life essential 4o happiness hereafter. On 
these particulars it seems proper to remark, that there 
is no sect of Universalists which denies the doctrine of 
retribution either here or hereafter. Some Universal- 
ists believe that the good works of men are rewarded 
w the present tense, and others believe that they will 
be rewarded in a future state; there are also some 
Universalists who believe that sin is punished in the 
present life, where it is committed, and others believe 
that it will, in some instances, be punished iv a future 
world ; but why should the prevalence of any of these 
opinious be alarming ‘‘ to all serious christiaus ?°— 
What injary can a serious christian receive {rom the 
belief that sin is punished in the present state? Sup- 
pose that this seutinient should become universal in 
the christian church, what harm could it produce ?— 
The fact is, this is the belief of all well-informed chris 
tlans. Where is the serious christian that does not be- 
lieve that he will certainly be punished if he sins 
against God, his neighbor, or himself? Or where is 
there such a christian who expects he shall be thus 
Punished in a future state? As far as our knowledge 
extends, all christian professors expect to be chastised, 
41 the preseut life for all the sins which they commit.— | 
But whoever thought of being alarmed at this univer- 
sally received opiuion ? 

But perbaps the compilers of the report think, tha 


* 
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‘tis alarming, that the seutimeut, ihai ul! the wicked 
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should prevail. But 
the query urges itself upon vs, why it should be con- 
sidered @ pious, moralizing sentiment to believe that 
the evil deeds of christians are to be punished in this 
life, and that the epinion, that the sins of others are 
punished also in this world should be impious and de- 
moralizing ? Why is it not as. necessary to believe 
that the bad conduct of christians will be punished in 
a future state, as to believe that the bad conduct of 
those who do not profess christianity shall be punished 
in that state ? 

If a pious, learned minister tells fifty lies, now and 
then gets drunk, makes a difficulty in his family, be- 
cause,his wife is not as indulgent to him as Sarah was 
to Abraham, and works other mischief in society, as 
his indolent life gives him opportanity to do, the saints 
are in no way alarmed. They are rather sorry for the 
good man’s infirmities, but he is-a pious, learned min- 
ister, who faithfully warns the wicked ‘+ to flee from 
the wrath to come ;”’ and there is no more concern for 
his eternal welfare, that if it were known. that be was 
already in Abraham’s bosom. These remarks are not 
made because we have the least expectation that they 
will be pleasing to hypocrites, but they are suggested 
for the purpose of opening people’s eyes to see the pi- 
ous frauds which are practised on Society. 

These abominable deceivers pretend that they real- 
ly believe, that it is unnecessary for a man to live a 
holy life in this world, in order to be happy in the next 
state. Now that this is all pretence, we offer the fol- 
lowing proofs: Ist. If they really believed this, they 
would net expect to be happy themselves, living such 
unholy lives as they do. And 2d. If you examine 
them closely they will acknowledge that a man may 
live in all manuer of wickedness all the days of a long 
life, and repent one hour or one minute before he dies, 
and he goes directly to heaven, and receives no pun- 
ishment hereafter. And as it is too late to punish him 
in this world, their doctrine teaches that this man is 
neither punished in this world nor in the world to 
come! What doctrine can be more truly alarming, 
than that which teaches, that however great and num- 
erous our sins are, we have it in eur power to make a 
shift to elude justice and avoid ali punishment? And 
we challenge our opposers to deny that they hold and 
vindicate this wicked error. 

Let us be candid enough to examine the subject for 
a moment a little more minutely. ‘(he common doctrine 
held up by our clergy teachesthat holiness of life in this 
world is to be rewarded with eternal life in the world 
to come ; and that unholiness of life in this world is to 
be punished with eudless condemnatiou in the future 
state. Let all this be allowed, for the sake of the ar- 
gument. Then we ask whether it will be necessary 
that those who live holy lives here should live holy 
lives hereafter? How is this question tu be answered? 
If the reward of a holy life, in this world, is eternal 
happiness in the world to come, what benefit can boli- 
ness be to any one hereafter? It seems altogether un- 
necessary for men to be holy in the next staie in order 
to be happy, for their eternal happivess these is the re- 
compence of their holiness in this life! In fact if they 
should be holy there they neyer could be rewarded for 
it, for it will take to ail eternity to reward them for 
their holiness ia this world! 

Let us now look on the other hand. As unboliness 
in this world is to be punished with endless condewua- 
tion hereafter, unloliness in the future state will Le ot 
uo disadvantage to the miserable, for it will take an 
eternity of torment to punish them for their usholivess 
in this world. ‘The result then is, that unholiness in a 
future state will be uo disadvatitage, aud bolivers vo 
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all! But to complete this theme of error anc’ confus- 
ion, our clergy will allow that all men praciice some 
sinin this world, and that all practice some virtues; — 
so for theif good deeds they are to be eternally happy 
hereafter, and for their bad onces they must be ever- 
lastingly miserable ! 4 
If we are at liberty to embrace an opinien respecting 
this general subject, which we can find support im the 
scriptures or in reason, it is the well known fact, that 
“ the way of the transgressor is hard ;” and that, “‘wis- 
dom’s waysare ways of pleasantne¢s, and all her paths 
are peace.” ‘This plain scripture doctrine does not go 
into a future state to find either the punishment of vice, 
or the reward of virtue, because it sees these in the 
presént state. If we contemplate happiness in a future 
world, we must suppose that there wil) be virtue 
enough there to coustitute it, for it is folly, to say the 
least, to: calculate that ‘vicious beings, in a future 
world, are to be blessed there because they practiced 
some virtues bere. And if we calculate that some 
will be miserable in the future state,we must allow that 
there must also be vice enough there to constitute their 
misery, for there is not a shadow of reavon to believe 
that virtuous beings, in the future world, will be mis- 
erable because they practiced some vices in this life. 
We conclude then, that the virtues of this life are 
rewarded here, and that the vices of this life are pun- 
ished here ; for we have the united testimony of scrip- 
ture and experience to support the sentiment. And 
we believe that all moral beings will be happy or mis- 
erable as Jong as they exist, in proportion as they are 
virtuous or vicious; for we consider that virtue and 
vice are suitable names for happiness aud misery.— 
Now if any religionist or moralist will point out to us 
any reason for saying that this doctrine is demoralizing, 
we will renounce it at once; but we are couudent 
that it never will be done. “The fact is, our opposers 
depend on nothing but vile "slander and the ignorance 
of the people to support their cause against us; when 
these resources fail them, Babylon is fallen. H. B. 


From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer, 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 


A certain Methodist preacher, declaiming before an 
audience one evening, where he knew there were a 
number of Universalists present, was very positive in 
asserting that *t Universalism Jed to all manner of ini- 
quity.” He stated that for above fifteen years he had 
been a zealous Universalist, &c. As is usual witb that 
class of people, after he had concluded his harapgue, 
he gave liberty for others tospeak ; whena venerable, 
weld instructed Universalist arose, and addressing ihe 
speaker, inquired, if he spoke frum caperience when 
be said Univerealism led to ali manner of iniquily /— 
Vid it lead you to commit all manner of crimes? = [Tf,it 
did, how came you in the pulpit and not in the State's 
prison? Why, said the preacher, something discon- 
certed, it is true J was no worse than the generality o1 
neu, but the reason of tt was, that while I contended 
for the truth of that system, | did not real/y believe it- 
i knew then as well as I now do, that it was all a lie. 
And yet, says the old man, you stated that for fifteen 
years you had been a Universalist? Out of thine own 
mouth will | condemn thee. You have proved that 
you are a liar now, and that you was ® hypocrite (Arn. 
And since you ase guilty of such iniquity and never be- 
licvcd in Universalism, it is plain that asdar as dué 





advantage! Now to us it is quite unaccountable that 
a few days of holiness here should merit so much, and } 
that eterual holiness hereafier should merit nothing ; | 
and that a few days of unholiness, in this life, should | 
deserve au eternity of punishment, and that endless | 
uuholmess hereaiics should deserve wo puuishuscot at | 
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trives had any eflect to lead you to liceutiousuess, Me- 
thodism, in which you then believed, aad now preach, 
and not Universalism, made youa hypocrite and a hiar. 
l advise you, vir, not to preach again, until you have 
embraced sume other system which eball correct such 
iniquity as yous doctrine has led you into. 
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POET’S CORNER. 
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Messrs. Editors, —The following extract from a piece 
entitled, ** Essay on Virtue,’’ | think wiil he new and 
interesting to many of your readers. Should you con- 
sider it so, please to give it an insertion, and oblige 
yours, w.C, 

Boston, May 27, 1824. 


How easy is our yoke! How light our load ! 
Did we not strive to mend the laws of God. 
For his own sake no duty can he ask, 
The common welfare is our only task ; 
¥or this sole end his precepts, kin’d as just, 
Forbid intemperance, murder, theft, and LUST, 
With every act injurious to our own 
Or others good, for such are crimes alone : 
Yor this are peace, love, charity, enjoin’d, 
With al] that can secure and bless mankind) 
Thus is the public safety Virtue’s cause, 
And happiness the end of all her laws; 
For such, by nature, is the human frame, 
: Our duty, aud our interest are the same. 
** But hold,”’ cries out some puritan divine, 
. Whose well stuff’d cheeks with ease and plenty shine, 
*: Js this to fast, to mortify, refrain, 
Aud work salvation out with fear and pain?" 
We own, the rigid lessons of ‘heir schools 
Are widely diffrent from these easy rules: 
Virtue, with them, is only to abstain 
From all that nature asks, and covet pain ; 
* Pleasure and vice are ever near akin,” 
And, if we thirst, cold water is a sin: 
“+ Heaven’s path is rough and intricate,” they say, 
Vet all are damn’d that trip, or miss their way ; 
God is a being cruel and severe, 
And map a wretch, by his command plac’d here, 
In sun-shine for a while to take a turn, 
Only to dry and make him fit to bura! 
Mistaken men, too piously severe ! 
Thro’ craft misleading, or misled by fear ; 
How little they God’s counsels comprehend, 
Our Universal Parent, Guardian, Friend ! 
Who, forming, by degrees, to bliss, mankind, 
This globe, our sportive nursery, assign’d, 
Where, for a while, bis fond paternal care 
Feasts us with every joy our state can bear. 
Each sense,—touch, taste, and smell dispense delight, 
Music, our hearing, beauty charms our sight ; 
‘Trees, herbs, and flowers to us their spoils resign, 
‘Its pearl the rock presents, its gold, the mine ; 
Beasts, fowl, and fish their daily tribute give 
Of food and clothes, and die that we may live. 
Seasons but change, new pleasures to produce, 
And elements contend to serve our use ; 
Love gentle shafts, aaibition’s tow’ring wings, 
‘The pomps of senates, churches, courte, and kings,— 
All that our reverence, joy, or hope create, 
Are the gay play-things of this infant state. 
Scareely an ill to human life belongs, 
But what our follies cause, or mutual wrongs ; 
Or if some stripes from Providence we feel, 
He strikes with pity, and but wounds to heal ; 
Kindly perhaps sometiines afflicts us here, 
To guide our views to a sublimer sphere, 
Qn more exalted joys to fix our taste, 
And wean us-from delights that cannot last. 
Our present good the easy task is made, 
Yo earn superior bliss, when this shall fade ; 
For soon as’e’er these mortal pleasures cloy, 
His hand shall leads us to sublimer joy ; 
Snatch us from afl our little sorrows here, 
Calm every grie!, and dry each childish tear ; 
Walt us to regions of eternal peace, 
Where bliss and virtue grow with like increase ; 
krom strength to sWength our souls forever guide, 
‘Shro’ wond’rous scenes of being yet’ untry’d ; 
Vhere in each stage we shall more perteci ‘grow, 
nd new perfoctions, new dolights bestow. 


| Ob! woutd mentind but make these trath their guide, | 
| And force the helin from prejudice and pride, 
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Where once these maxims fix’d, that God’s our Friend, 
Virtue our good, and happiness our end, 

How soon must reason o’er the world prevail, 
And error, fratid, and superstition fail! 

None would hereafter, then with groundles® fear, 
Describe the Almighty crue! and severe, 
Predestinating some without pretence 

To heaven, and tome to hell without offence 5 

| Inflicting endless pains for transcient crifves 

And fav’ring sects, or nations, men or times, 

Or deem it merit to believe, or teach; 

What reason contradicts, or cannotreach; © 
Or think salvation to one sect confin’d, 

And heaven too narrow to contain mankind. 
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June 5, 1824. 
To the Rev. Mr. Ballou, 


| you have them take no care of their charact 
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cannot be much 





wanting, besides the Hame,to 


| these people into Universaliets,—the most Obrexious 


and unpoptlar of all the christian ¢ects, And woolq 
ers? for it 


seems to be a given point among many of them that, 


were they really Universalists, they would, lie, cheat 
steal, get drunk, and murder, and swing Off to hein 
from the top of the gallows, in preference to any other 
method now in vogue. j 

The Unitarians also zealously maintain that the sing 
of men are neither infinite, nor deserving of infinite 
punishment ; very few of them profess to believe the 
doctrine of endless misery ; and what is most unforty. 
nate of all, it is known that several of them have pri- 
vately confessed their belief in the Salvation of all 
men, and that their brethren in England openly arow 
that opinion, and maintain it, both from the pulpit and 
the press, as decidedly as the Univerealists themselves 
do. I appeal to your candor, Sir; was it not high 
time that something should be done to preserve them 
from a most odious appellation, the demoralizing effects 
of which, God only knows; though we may be pretty 





Rev. Sir,—A friend of mine put your Magazine of to- 
day into my hands, wishing me to read your Reply to| 
the Editor of the Crarstran Reowstrer. But I had | 
not read twenty litieg of it, before 1 discovered that | 
you had wholly mistaken or overlooked that Gentle- | 
man’s object; and I succeeded so well in pointing out | 
this circumstance to my friend, that he acknowledged | 
I had exactly hit the case, and desired me to write you 
immédiately. He assured me, at the same time, that 
I need not make apoligies, nor ask pardon, for taking | 
so much freedom with you ; so I proceed to the busi- 
ness without ceremony. 

Here was your mistake: you supposed thet the ob-. 
ject of the Editor of the RecrsreR was to set forth | 
the real natore‘and actual tendency of Universalism.—_ 
Accordingly, you directed ali the arzuments,in your Ke- | 
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‘ply, to shew him that his remarks were, some of them, | 
incorrect in poivt-of fact, and souie of them foolish.— _ 
Now, Sir, ] may ireety admit ail for which you con-! 
tended; aud still it will remain a truth that you have. 
said nothing at all to the purpore, in this case. For 

the Editor’s object was, not to covfute Universalism, | 
nor properly speaking, to oppose it; but simply to 

make use of such language and expressions as would | 
convince people that Unitarians do not believe in Uni- | 
versalism, and. that, on the contrary, they regard it | 
even with a little more than the customary degree of | 
abhorrence. If this object was gained, all was gained 

that he had in view, whatever you may say about his | 
incorrect, inconsisient or feolish statements and re- 
marks. As for these, take them all, if you please, and 
make the most of them;—wiat is the chaff to the 
wheal 2 saith the Lord, 

1 do net belong to the Unitarian party, nor do I feel 
any great inclination to take up the cudgels in their 
behalf; yet I must say, in justice to the Editor of the 
Register, that there were many circumstances to com- 
pel him to the course he hath adopted. ‘The case is 
thus: the world hath of late evinced a determined, 
but most malicious, iitention of considering the Unita- 
rians as Universalists, and of calling them so; and it 
was necessary that something should be done to pre- | 
vent the execution of this alarming project. And the | 
Unitarians have no time to lose about it ; fer I find it a | 


; 





common opinion among them, that if people once get 
into the way of calling them Universalists,—Universal- , 
ists they will indeed be. You may judge, Sir, your- 
self, of the danger they are in, on this ground, if you 
will but reflect that, even ds the case now is, they not 
only believe, but what 1s more for them, profcss to be 
lieve, that God is truly the Father of all mankind; 
that he always seeks their good ; that even in punish- 
ing, be acts from no: principle but that of kindness ; and 
that his justice, which used to be thought more un- 
merciful than the devil, is but another name for his 





| goodaess. Nowy Sir, you know, yourself, that there 


REED AP 
| ing indiguation ? 


lath not acted without respectable precedent. 
‘not David of old, in order to screen hints 


\is too generally repaid with ingratit 





sare of so much as this, viz. that it would frighten 
away from them many ignorant, many superstitions, 
who certainly most peed their instructions. 

And what more effectual could the Editor of the Re- 
gister have done, than to cast all the disrespectful epj- 
thets on Universalism which a well-bred gentleman 
could decentl; deal in; and then to face around, and 
boldiy charge his accusers with being the dctual pro- 
moters of the detested doctrine ? Doth not this look 
like sincerity? Doth it not evince zeal? yea, becom- 
l have ever been of opinion, notwith- 
standing what some very discerning men have said to 
the contrary, that when a.man takes specia) pains to 
be boisterous against any thing of which he is suspect- 
ed, he must, of course, be mightily opposed to it in 
heart; as it doth not seem credible that one would 
bluster, unless he were in great earnest. Now, when 
this Editor saith that Universaiism isa “ miserable, 
false, and unspeakably pernicious system,” flaiteriig 
men ** with the hope of being saved in their sins,”— 
‘* laying no restraint on vicious propensities and pas 
sions, aud impure and depraved babits,” &c. &e, dotb 
he not act his part well? 

Besides, Sir, he hath apostolica) authority for tifis 
practice : for when the apostle Peter saw that his Ma: 
ter was spit upon and buffeted, and that be bimsélf 
was suspected of being a disciple, he first possitively de- 
nied it; but as the suspicion, so unreasonable, did not 
abate on this, he then denied it with an oath; amd'f- 
nally, to put the matter at rest, he carsed dnd swore, 
“ saying, | kuow not the man.” ‘The Ecitor bath ust, 
indeed as yet, proceeded to the last step of the climax; 
but there is time for it still, and some grounds to this 
that he will complete it; for you are to observe that 
thisisbut his second denial; and itis much more violent 
than his first, which he published, some uine or fen 
mouths ago. 

I do not undertake to defend ihe Editor in every par 
ticular. ile hath certainly made some contradictory, 
and some foolish remarks, which hath giveo you colr 
siderable advantage of Lim. Yet even ip this, it we 
consider the matter coolly, we shall perceive iia, 
e?: from abuse 


on a certain occasion, fein himself mad, anit let b 


spittle run out over his beard? % 
To conclude: thougs I have thus freely pirate 
your mistake, | am not conscivus of being actimtee 
any motive of ill will towards you. On cfr 0 
1 only wish to open your eyes to the real ogee the 
Editor, so that you may auswer him direct ye il 
purpose, should he write again ; which | wi denied 
do, as it was three times that the apostle Peter 
his Master. 
| wish to remain *meog. as instruc 


eiven usatked 
ee ; 90 J subscribe 


myselt, Sra © 
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